WHITMAN  ‘Y’  NUMBERS  UNIVERSALLY  ACCEPTED 


Whitman’s  “Y”  (Yeoman)  numbers 
for  foreign  coins  arc  being  adopted 
as  standard  reference  descriptions  for 
coins  throughout  the  world.  In  a  move 
to  unify  coin  collectors’  terminology, 
the  Whitman  numbering  system  has 
recently  been  made  available  to  all 
major  numismatic  publications  and 
organizations. 


by  special  arrangement,  to  supply 
these  “Y”  listings  to  publications  all 
over  the  world  and  have  met  with  a 
gratifying  response.  Not  only  is  this 
information  now  furnished  the  major 
U.S.  coin  publications,  but  we  arc  also 
sending  it  to  such  places  as  England, 
Australia,  Belgium,  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  Bulletins  are  sent  every  two 


Author  R.  S.  Yeoman  (left)  ond  editor  Neil  Shafer  in  a  typical  teuton  ditcusting  new  ittue*  to 
be  listod  in  Whitman's  reference  books  on  world  coins. 


As  various  countries  release  their 
new  coins,  regular  or  commemorative, 
these  issues  are  assigned  tentative 
“Y”  numbers  for  inclusion  in  the  next 
edition  of  Current  Coins.  The  Whit¬ 
man  Numismatic  Journal  had  as  one 
of  its  regular  features  a  section  listing 
all  new  issues  and  their  tentative  “Y” 
numbers.  Now  that  this  magazine  is 
no  longer  published,  we  have  offered. 


pose  a  dealer’s  list  offers  for  sale  the 
following  coins  of  Australia: 

Y-H  1938  V.  Fine  $  .30 

Y-20  1937  Ex.  Fine  9.00 

Y-41  through  46  1966  BU  3.75 
The  first  thing  a  collector  does  is  take 
the  Current  Coins  catalog  and  turn  to 
Australia.  There  he  will  find  each  coin 
type  listed,  with  an  illustration  above 
it.  The  bold  black  number  with  the 
listing  is  the  coin’s  type  number,  or 
“Y”  number,  as  it  is  so  often  called. 
He  would  thus  find  that  the  above 
three  listings  mean  the  following: 

Y-13=l/2  Penny  1938,  shown 
with  its  catalog  value  on  page 
11. 

Y-20  =  l  Crown  1937,  also  shown 
and  cataloged  on  page  11. 

Y-41  through  46  is  the  new  deci¬ 
mal  set  struck  in  1966.  Each 
coin  is  illustrated  and  the  list¬ 
ings  are  on  pages  13  and  14. 

Now  let’s  look  at  the  volumes  men¬ 
tioned  previously  and  see  just  why 
there  are  two  books  on  modern  coin¬ 
age.  (Continued  on  page  3) 

DO  YOU  KNOW 
WHAT’S  WRONG? 


weeks  to  each  publisher  for  his  use. 

But  what  exactly  arc  “Y”  numbers? 
These  arc  the  special  numbers  as¬ 
signed  to  all  modern  world  coins  in  the 
standard  reference  catalogs  authored 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman  entitled  A  Catalog  of 
Modern  World  Coins  (No.  9053,  $5.00) 
and  Current  Coins  of  the  World  (No. 
9383,  $2.00). 

Here’s  how  the  system  works.  Sup¬ 


What’s  wrong  with  the  stamp  and 
coin  pictured  here?  You  might  have 
to  look  closely  to  find  the  answer,  but 
there  is  something  seriously  wrong  with 
each  of  them  and  there  is  a  reward  for 
the  person  who  knows  the  answer. 
For  full  details  see  the  continuation  of 
this  story  on  page  2. 


\  INTEREST 
BEARING  NOTES 


Our  stock  condition  of  the  39tf  blue 
Coin  Folders  is  the  best  it  has  been  in 
years.  An  all-out  effort  has  been  made 
to  build  an  inventory  to  take  care  of 
new  business  anticipated  for  this  year. 
Just  now,  all  items  arc  in  stock  and 
will  be  shipped  immediately  as  ordered. 

The  Catalog  of  Modern  World 
Coins,  which  was  temporarily  out  of 
stock,  has  been  reprinted  and  is  now 
ready  for  immediate  shipment.  A  new 
edition  of  this  book  is  not  anticipated 
before  next  year. 

Dick  Yeoman  has  started  work  on 
revisions  for  the  1970  Red  Book.  July 
is  the  traditional  release  date  for  each 
new  edition,  and  all  work  is  proceed¬ 
ing  on  schedule. 

A  new  dealer  order  blank  has  been 
prepared  listing  all  Whitman  stamp 
and  coin  supplies.  A  copy  of  this  will 
be  mailed  to  you  in  the  near  future. 
Supplies  of  these  will  be  available 
through  your  usual  jobber  source. 

Revised  and  separate  editions  of  the 
Whitman  Coin  and  Stamp  Supply 
Catalog  are  being  prepared  and  should 
be  ready  for  distribution  in  March  or 
April.  This  year  separate  catalogs  will 
be  issued  for  each  line  of  hobby  sup¬ 
plies.  Jobbers  will  be  notified  when 
these  catalogs  arc  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion  and  may  request  a  supply  to  meet 
their  needs. 

A  revised  5th  edition  of  the  Brown 
and  Dunn  Guide  to  the  Grading  of 
United  Stales  Coins  is  being  prepared. 
The  authors  arc  planning  several  im¬ 
portant  changes,  which  should  make 
this  edition  essential  to  all  collectors. 
Complete  details  will  be  given  later 
when  the  project  nears  completion. 

NEW  ISSUES  ENRICH 
1969  COIN  MARKET 

The  annual  arrival  of  newly  issued 
coins  and  paper  money  probably  docs 
more  to  stimulate  coin  collectors  than 
any  other  single  factor.  Special  issues, 
new  designs,  significant  varieties  and 
proof  sets  arc  all  vitally  important  to 
the  hobby.  Newspaper  accounts  of 
such  new  items  always  create  a  wave 
of  interest,  resulting  in  hundreds  of 
additional  devotees. 


This  year  augurs  well  for  all  collec¬ 
tors,  with  an  abundance  of  new  speci¬ 
mens  being  planned  by  mints  around 
the  world.  Of  utmost  importance  are 
the  latest  developments  in  U.S.  coin¬ 
age.  1969  proof  set  orders  were  solic¬ 
ited  by  the  San  Francisco  mint  early 
in  November  and  the  entire  proposed 
mintage  of  three  million  sets  was  or¬ 
dered  by  collectors  and  dealers  in  a 
record-breaking  period  of  only  six  days! 
The  unprecedented  demand  for  cur¬ 
rent  proof  sets  is  a  good  indication  of 
just  now  strong  the  current  market  is. 
Even  now,  collectors  who  missed  order¬ 
ing  sets  from  the  government  are 
paying  three  to  four  times  issue  price 
for  these  coins. 

The  1968  proof  sets  were,  for  the 
First  time,  made  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  And  for  the  first  time  in  recent 
history  only  proof  specimens  were 
made  of  the  three  highest  denomina¬ 
tions,  creating  a  problem  for  album 
manufacturers.  Should  these  exceptional 
coins  be  included  in  albums  or  not? 
The  “pros”  feel  that  the  proofs  arc 
part  of  the  national  coinage.  The 
‘cons”  believe  they  should  be  pre¬ 
served  in  sets. 

Whitman  is  attempting  to  eater  to 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  through  a 
two-fold  plan:  An  early  decision  was 
made  to  exclude  these  proof-only  issues 
from  the  39t?  coin  folders  used  by 
most  new  collectors;  A  survey  now 
being  conducted  to  determine  how  col¬ 
lectors  feel  about  the  deluxe  Bookshelf 
Albums.  At  this  point  voting  favors  in¬ 
clusion  of  the  proof  issues,  but  all  re¬ 
turns  are  not  in.  If  you  or  your  cus¬ 
tomers  wish  to  vote,  we  will  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you. 

In  addition  to  the  newly  released 
1969  proof  sets,  collectors  across  the 
country  have  reported  that  several  of 
the  regular  1969  coins  arc  now  in  cir¬ 
culation.  These  include  the  cents 
from  all  three  mints,  dimes  and 
quarters  from  both  the  Philadelphia 
and  Denver  mints  and  half  dollars 
from  Denver.  The  new  cents,  by  the 
way,  have  been  made  from  dies  that 
have  been  redesigned  to  restore  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  original  Lincoln  head  that 
have  gradually  worn  away  from  the 
master  model.  Lettering  has  been 
strengthened  and  the  design  is  in 
somewhat  lower  relief  to  give  added 
life  and  striking  quality  to  the  dies. 

Coinage  figures  have  just  been  re¬ 
leased  for  the  1968  issues  and  are  as 
follows: 


Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Denver 

Denver 


cents 

dimes 

quarters 

cents 

nickels 


1,707,880,970 

424,470,400 

220,731,500 

2,886,269,600 

91,227,880 


Denver  dimes 

Denver  quarters 

Denver  halves 

San  Francisco  cents 
San  Francisco  nickels 
San  Francisco  dimes 
San  Francisco  quarters 
San  Francisco  halves 


480,748,280 

101,534,000 

246,951,930 

261.311.510 

103.437.510 
3,041.509 
3,041,509 
3,041,509 


These  statistics  will  be  added  to  all 
appropriate  Whitman  products  with 
each  new  printing  but  may  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  your  customers  in  the  interim. 
A  total  of  3,041,509  proof  sets  were 
made,  and  these  coins  are  included 
with  the  San  Francisco  cent  and  nickel 
totals. 

Of  further  interest  to  collectors  is  the 
speculation  that  the  government  may 
soon  make  a  silverless  dollar-size  coin 
and  remove  all  silver  from  the  half 
dollar.  The  Treasury  hoard  of  rare 
old  silver  dollars  could  be  released 
this  year  and  sold  on  a  sort  of  auc¬ 
tion  basis.  New  signature  combina¬ 
tions  have  already  appeared  on  some 
of  the  dollar  bills.  The  short  term  Barr 
series  is  already  in  demand  and  when 
the  Kennedy  signature  bills  are  re¬ 
leased.  all  will  have  a  modified  design 
featuring  the  new  Treasury  seal.  A 
S100  United  States  note  has  also 
recently  been  placed  in  circulation. 

Canada’s  mini-dollar  and  half  are 
in  strong  demand  by  collectors,  and 
a  new  series  of  commemorative  coins 
is  being  planned  for  1970.  The  new 
mints  of  Canada,  England,  and  the 
United  States  will  all  produce  items  of 
interest  for  collectors,  and  the  flood 
of  new  issues  and  proof  sets  from 
around  the  world  is  bound  to  acceler¬ 
ate  the  coin  collecting  hobby.  New 
coins,  new  collectors,  new  sales.  Is 
everybody  ready? 


ANSWERS  TO 
WHAT’S  WRONG 

Both  stamp  and  coin  collectors  train 
themselves  to  look  for  the  most  minute 
variations,  flaws,  and  defects  in  their 
specimens.  We  hope  you  carefully 
scrutinize  the  puzzles  on  page  one 
and  come  up  with  the  prize-winning 
answer  as  to  what  is  wrong  with  the 
stamp  and  the  coin. 

First  let’s  take  a  look  at  the  coin. 
If  you  had  trouble  taking  a  really  close 
look  at  the  picture,  then  perhaps  you 
are  on  the  track  to  discover  what  is 
wrong  here.  You  need  one  of  the  more 
than  a  dozen  different  high  grade  mag¬ 
nifying  glasses  offered  by  Whitman. 
There  is  a  magnifier  for  every  purpose, 
and  close  scrutiny  of  these  collectors' 
items  demands  a  good  glass.  The  10- 


power  Folding  pocket  magnifier,  with 
a  suggested  retail  price  of  only  SI. 25 
(stock  No.  9776),  is  the  kind  of  glass 
that  allows  collectors  to  spot  all  sorts 
of  interesting  flaws  in  their  coins. 

Now  let’s  use  a  general  all-purpose 
magnifier  (No.  9779)  and  sec  what  is 
really  wrong  with  our  coin.  The  first 
and  most  obvious  thing  is  ugly  finger¬ 
prints.  Uncirculated  coins  can  very 
easily  be  damaged  by  improper  han¬ 
dling.  The  acids  from  a  fingerprint,  no 
matter  how  lightly  applied,  can  mar  a 
coin  for  life.  Here  is  where  a  wide 
range  of  Whitman  products  comes  to 
the  collector’s  rescue.  There  is  no  way 
to  remove  such  a  fingerprint,  so  all 
coins  should  be  properly  protected  be¬ 
fore  they  arc  damaged. 

The  Whitman  2”  x  2”  Cardboard 
Coin  Mounts  ofTer  inexpensive  protec¬ 
tion  for  all  sizes  of  United  States  and 
foreign  coins.  For  the  more  valuable 
coins  Whitman  offers  a  line  of  individ¬ 
ual  polystyrene  holders.  The  type  of 
plastic  used  and  the  patented  construc¬ 
tion  give  perfect  protection  for  every 
coin.  Once  sealed  in  these  holders, 
coins  cannot  be  damaged  by  mishan¬ 
dling  or  atmospheric  conditions.  They 
will  remain  in  perfect  condition  for¬ 
ever  and  can  be  clearly  viewed  from 
both  sides. 

Our  coin  pictured  on  page  one  also 
has  several  rim  nicks  that  could  have 
been  avoided  had  the  coin  been  stored 
in  any  of  the  numerous  popular  Whit¬ 
man  coin  folders  or  albums. 

The  coin  could  also  have  been  pro¬ 
tected  in  a  number  of  other  Whitman 
ways — in  a  2”  x  2”  Kraft  envelope 
or  for  added  security  in  an  acetate 
coin  envelope,  or  for  a  larger  accumu¬ 
lation  of  coins  in  the  new  Whitman 
Saf-T-Loe™  coin  tube. 

In  fact,  now  we  are  beginning  to 
wonder  if  this  carelessly  handled  coin 
has  even  been  checked  out  in  the 
Whitman  Red  Book  or  Blue  Book  to 
determine  its  value. 

The  stamp  pictured  on  our  front 
page  has  been  similarly  mistreated. 
Apparently  someone  didn’t  read  Let’s 
Collect  Stamps  to  learn  the  basic 
rudiments  of  how  to  properly  remove 
a  stamp  from  an  envelope  and  pre¬ 
serve  it  for  collection  purposes.  I'he 
collector  should  also  read  Identify 
your  stamps  (No.  6723)  and  make  a 
quick  check  into  his  copy  of  Water¬ 
marks  and  Perforations  to  find  out 
just  what  he  has  here. 

Our  stamp  looks  kind  of  lonesome 
too.  It  really  should  be  mounted  in 
one  of  the  several  fine  Whitman  al¬ 
liums,  together  with  a  few  of  its  broth¬ 
ers  obtainable  in  numerous  Whitman 
stamp  packets.  At  least  it  should  be 


carefully  put  away  in  one  of  the  three 
varieties  of  Whitman  stamp  stock 
books,  then  gently  handled  with  Whit¬ 
man  stamp  tongs  and  mounted  with 
a  Whitman  hinge. 

Yes,  there  are  many  things  wrong 
with  the  stamp  and  coin.  I  bet  they 
arc  not  even  recorded  in  the  handy 
Whitman  stamp  or  coin  collectors’ 
Check  List. 

Now  for  your  prize!  Knowing 
what  can  go  wrong  with  such  collec¬ 
tors’  items,  you  should  now  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  offer  to  hobbyists  everything 
they  need  for  full  enjoyment  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  valuable  collections. 
Whitman  provides  a  complete  line 
of  both  stamp  and  coin  supplies  with 
the  highest  profit  margin  in  the  in¬ 
dustry.  What  more  ran  a  dealer  ask? 
The  rest  is  up  to  you! 

WHITMAN  “Y”  NUMBERS 
UNIVERSALLY  ACCEPTED 

(Continued  from  page  I ) 

Modem  World  Coins  was  first 
published  in  1957  and  is  now  in  its 
eighth  edition.  At  the  time  of  its  pub¬ 
lication,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
afterwards,  it  was  possible  to  include 
all  new  issues  of  world  coinage  in  each 
succeeding  edition.  By  the  sixth  edi¬ 
tion,  however,  the  pages  were  lie- 
coming  too  crowded  and  it  was  decided 
to  create  a  new  book  able  to  absorb 
the  new  issues  with  each  revision.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  Current 


Coins  of  the  World  was  born  in  1966. 
The  Modern  World  Coins  catalog  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  price-revised  and  issued, 
but  it  does  not  show  any  new  coinage 
issues  after  approximately  1964.  Thus 
its  scope  is  from  1850  to  about  1964. 
On  the  other  hand,  Current  Coins 
goes  back  only  to  around  1940,  but 
it  contains  all  new  issues  since  then 
and  will  continue  to  include  them  in 
each  revision.  It  is  now  in  its  second 
edition. 

The  world-famous  “Y”  numbers  arc 
also  used  as  cross  reference  points  in 
several  other  Whitman  publications. 
The  series  of  books  authored  by  Robert 
Harris  is  a  good  example.  In  Modern 
European  Coins,  (No.  9366,  $2.00), 
each  type  coin  is  listed  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  Yeoman  number  for  identi¬ 
fication,  and  then  the  entire  series*  of 
dates  and  mint  marks  is  given  with 
current  values  and  mintage  figures. 
Modern  Latin  American  Coins  (No. 
9384,  $1.50),  also  by  Harris,  follows 
the  same  pattern,  as  will  his  forth¬ 
coming  Whitman  book,  Coins  of  the 
British  Commonwealth. 

These  specialized  books  arc  in  effect 
an  amplification  of  the  basic  world 
coin  listings  by  Yeoman  and  give  in¬ 
formation  on  which  particular  dates 
and  mints  arc  more  valuable  than  the 
general  types  shown  in  the  Yeoman 
books.  The  major  countries  of  the 
world  are  given  even  more  specialized 
coverage  in  other  Whitman  books, 
such  as  the  English,  Canadian,  and 
Mexican  catalogs. 


<'  Guide  Book  of 
Modern  European 
»  Coins 


GROWING  HOBBY  MARKET 
SERVICED  BY  EXPERTS 

Business  trends,  market  tempo,  col¬ 
lecting  demands,  and  the  promise  of 
new  and  interesting  hobby  items  all 
point  to  a  strong  growth  in  stamp  and 
coin  product  sales  for  1969.  Whitman 
is  already  moving  rapidly  with  plans 
to  strengthen  its  position  as  the  leader 
in  providing  collectors  with  the  most 
authoritative,  extensive,  and  inexpen¬ 
sive  line  of  hobby  supplies.  We  antici¬ 
pate  that  many  new  dealers  will  be 
opening  shops  this  year  and  urge  all 
jobbers  to  be  ready  to  serve  them  with 
adequate  stocks  of  all  Whitman  prod¬ 
ucts. 

To  further  strengthen  our  jobber 


contacts,  Lee  Sommcrfcld  will  spend 
some  of  his  time  this  year  traveling 
with  regular  salesmen  and  calling  upon 
jobbers  throughout  the  country.  His 
main  function  will  lx*  to  assist  in 
providing  customers  with  the  best  ser¬ 
vice  possible  and  to  answer  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  Stamp  and  Coin  Supply- 
lines. 

Jerry  Huebner  will  take  Lee’s  place 
in  the  hobby  customer  service  area  at 
the  Home  Oflicc.  Orders  and  tele¬ 
phone  inquiries  should  now  be  directed 
to  him.  Jerry  has  been  a  salesman  with 
the  organization  for  over  ten  years 
and  is  well  qualified  to  take  Lee’s 
place  in  the  customer  relations  depart¬ 
ment.  Dealers  may  write  directly  to 
Jerry  to  obtain  a  list  of  local  Whit¬ 
man  jobbers  to  service  their  stores. 


As  an  additional  trade  aid,  this 
Merchandiser  is  designed  to  keep  hob¬ 
by  dealers  informed  about  current 
events  and  additions  to  the  W'hitman 
stamp  and  coin  lines.  The  first  edition 
was  well  received,  but  we  arc  anxious 
to  add  as  many  names  as  possible  to 
the  complimentary  mailing  list.  We 
want  every  stamp  and  coin  dealer  in 
the  country  to  receive  each  copy.  Keep 
those  cards  and  letters  coming. 

CANADA  INTRODUCES 
NEW  SALES  POLICY 

Effective  February  1,  1969,  Whit¬ 
man  Publishing — Golden  Press  of 
Canada,  Ltd.  will  initiate  a  new  mar¬ 
keting  program  to  be  applied  to  the 
sale  of  the  Hobby  Division  products 
(coin  and  stamp  supplies). 

The  decision  to  proceed  with  this 
approach  was  made  after  a  lengthy 
study  and  from  an  increasing  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  need  to  specialize  in  a 
specialist’s  field.  The  need  for  con¬ 
centration  in  one  market  has  led  to 
the  following: 

The  appointment  of  L.  T.  Allan  as 
Account  .Specialist  for  Western’s 
Canadian  office.  All  sides  will  be  chan¬ 
neled  through  hobby  wholesalers. 
Whitman  will  not  solicit  direct  sales 
through  sales  representatives  and  cus¬ 
tomers  will  be  made  aware  of  whole¬ 
salers’  names. 

By  June,  1969,  the  Whitman  organ¬ 
ization  in  Canada  hopes  to  be  in  its 
newly  acquired  location  at  Galt,  On¬ 
tario,  where  the  firm  recently  pur¬ 
chased  20  acres  of  zoned  land. 
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